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836395 

ThlB invention relates to goir games, and n>ore parti- 
cularly, to a .at that slnulates the He In the fairway for use 

In golf gair-ea. 

currcntl,. In tn. ga.. of stlf, ^ fartlcul.rl. In ccn- 
:u.,.tlon vitn ranj". SOlf pr«tlc. device. «... l--«ioor 

»„lf 6»,C3, »™3h-ll« ^ts are o>.<. » 

f.ln.a, or . 60ir courae. Such .»t, do not r.,ulr, tnc <.e,r», 

,C .^l„t.™u.c. that .ould to r.,ulr«l In „lntaU,tr.s a corr^.por... 

l„g 11. on actw>l turf. AdOltlonall,, alnco ao* ».» TtlfUl- 

10 any ^.»ulat. th. lie on • f.'"-". " "° 

a:^ to divot.i ^ a. a roauXt. .nan .»ch r.ata ar. ua.<. In ccn- 
jur..tlon «lth indoor golf 6a»" or U«oor practlc. th„ 
.r. capable of providing a aultaM. al»uUtlon .Ithou. pr...nting 
th. attendant jmltorlal proole. that .ould Oe preaent due to divot. 
If an actual turf type of lU «er. to M uaed. 

However, a» la apparent t, those .KlUed In th. art. 
... hruah-ll.. ..t. currently In uae fall to provide the reaU=. 
of al^ulatlon that 1. desired. TypUally. auch r^t, ar« fomed 
Of a Plurality of hrl.tlea .hlch aupport a hall ao that a golfer 
hit th. tall fro™ the hrl.tlea. In the eonatructlor. here-.o- 

for. .no.,... th. hrlatl.. uch an extr... degree of atlfmea. 

that thev ,r.a.nt athomal .».un. of raalatanc. to th. pa.aage 
of . golf oluh th.r.through and therehy fall to reallatlcally 
.uulat. th. 11. on th. falr-ay. That 1. to aay. It » ..gnlf.- 
c„tly ...ler to .-mg n hall through the turf on actual f.-r- 
«y than It 1. to a-lng a duh through on. of th. hr.ah-typ. nata. 

« mftfr Will Icaaen the distance that 
The increaoed resistance of a laat «1U lessen 

1 A4^^ t-hA ero'^Cer from reallstical-^y 
the Bhot travels thereby precluding the go-fer 

apiralalng the Quality of the .hot. 

Purthcnnore. because of the stiffness of the bristles 
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v^en a coirer-e club etrr.cs the crour-d considerably behind the 
ban on the fairway, the rcsultl^ Intexpcsltlon of the turf be- 
tween the Club head and the ball „^y decrease the length of trav- 
el or the chot anywhere fro.-n abort 25 percent to perhaps as nuch 
as 95 per cent dependlr^ upon the t'latarce behlrJ ti.e ball the 
Club head st-..ck the ground. On the otner often v^.en a 

Solfer swlx^a a club :uch that It encounters the bristles on a 
•^t, a slcnlf leant distance behind the location of the ball rest- 
ing thereon, the stiffness of the .rlstles nay cause the club to 
"=>::?" alons th« upper ends of the bristles and guide the club 
into direct contact with the ball so that the resulting traject- 
ory of the ball will be virtually Identical with the trajectory 
th3t the ban wc nd have taken had It been clearJy hit save for 
the effect of decreased club head velocity due to the friction 
between the bristles and the club head. 

AS A result, the "feci" of nat in considerably different 
than that of a fair-way ar.d nany golfers therefore prefer to avoid- 
practicing f . .rway shots at all rather than practice fairway shots 
fron one of the mats. 

It is, therefore, the principal object of the Lnventlon 
to provide a new and lir.prcved nit for slnulatlng the lie In a 
falr-ay that has all the advantages of previously known fairway 
8l.T.ulatlng nats and additionally provides a greater degree of slr- 
ulatlon of the lie on a fairway. 

More specifically, it is an object of ,he Invention to 
provide a r^t for simulating the lie on a fairway of a golf course 
cc...r rising a moans for simulating the grass on a fairway of a 
golf course, yloldable mean:) supporting the grass sl.-.ulatlng noar.a 
tho grass simulating means beln,: constructed to provide resistance 


836395 


'° ■"■ - SO'^ clu. therot^-o«,. 

- rcsl..ance provided by actual s-a33 t.. . 

Another object is the n-cv^^,. , 
' roa.-n. '^-^ ^ P^^ Of an cpen-celied 

=u V.O a pad or rubbe~-T>« 
f^ari pad secu-ed to a-rf . -aterla: and a 

-k^PC.^nc the rubber-like par" 
A still further obj^c- is 
-.^ ^ •"•^ provision o . > 

iiv^ ^ ^ ^-^-s^rapn vhcreln t-^ - 

^ - .terui ha. a h.,h h.ste.s.s ,033 a., the ^ 
Of an open-celled roan. " ^"'^ 

A still further cb'«ct o' - , 

^^--c„ o. ,-e Invention 
Of a nat such as that set fo-f. m t-. ^' 

ixe ..atonal is butyl rubber and I3 abou • . /- ■ 
t^^lc. and the foan pad is about 2-7/8 • ' 

< t/ij ^ncnea thick 
Other Objects a;>d advantaces wni 
the rollowln.. specirica^lon t • --^"^ 

-Win. m .hich: " " -or..,.. 

p<-.-p«.c.i7c viev: of one c-v-no 
a fairway slrula-ir,, c..v.ron.-,ont in w.-.lc- 

'^*»*.i-awlng oeans niade acoTv^. 
used; and ^--ordlng to the Invention r.ay bo 

2 is a vertical section or an exe-.^a-„ . 
or the ralr..ay cinulatinc .cans. ^ ' 

An exemplary cr.bodlncnt o:'a--..ve. , 

-^^^ according to the i.-.-cntlon ^s iUu- ^ '-^^ 

- too area, concrali, . ^ '^^"^ --.v^ror^ont 

C^ncrcu^ dc:,lcnatcd 10. .„o„n 1., p., , .. 
c-lly, tho fairway t.'-.^-,^.^ ^' --'^Ifi- 

_ ■■*"'-"^' ^---•P-"l3cs a ..at 1. ,,vi.^ ^ 
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t^Tonz slcie 1^ and a rear clde l5 secured In the tee area s*cn 
that the front side 1^ faces the Intended direction of fll^h^ of 
a snot struck from the toe area IC as represented by an arrcw l3, 
A ball 20 rests on the nat 12 so that It zjiy be hit by 
a golfer 22 swinging a golf club 2k '^o provide Inpetus to tr.e golf 
ball 20 In the general direction of the arrow 16. 

T-jmlng now to Fig. 2, the specific construction of the 
rat 12 will be described. The r^t 12 includes a rigid base 25 
which r.ay be forxed of three-quarter inch plywood or the llxe and 
10 is secured in the tee area 10 by any suitable ceans such as screws 
{not shown) or by nesting the r^t in a depression having dlrr.en- 
slons generelly sinillar to tnose of the inat 12, 

Secured to nhe upper side of the base 26 by iie^sjs. of a 
suitable adhesive cr the like is a foar; pad 25. In an exazplary 
cr^odln:ent of the invention, the pad 25 is forrxd of a.n op^n-cellea, 
r.edlur* density polyetherurethane foair. such as that r^rketed by the 
General Tire and hubber Cor.pany by registered trade nark *?OLyrOAM 
?-55'* and r:ay have a thlcvcness cf about 2-7/3 Incr.es. 

The foam pad 2B In turn supports a rubber-like pad or 
20 sheet Any suitable adhesive jnay be used to secure the rubber- 

like pad 30 to the foam paU 28. In the exer:plary eriiodlzient of 
the Invention, the rubber-like pad 30 is about 1/2 Inch thick and 
Is forr;ed of a butyl rubber ccnposltlon that has a high hysteresis 
lo33. Specifically, a cor.;>osition of butyl rubber such as that 
dlaclosed In the copenolng Canadian application. Serial .Vu.-rJDer 
9&7.521, filed April 10, IS'37, provides good results. 

The rubber-like p::d 30 in turn supports conventional 
artificial grass carpeting 32 which is jisilar to tr.e artiricial 
grjjs construction curronr-ly In u:;o In i.ndoor ath*^.'. 1^ s-iclur.;:. 
30 In the oxer.plary onbodimcnt of the invention, the artlflcl-1 grass 
carpeting is forr.ccl from polypropylene ribbon grasj u-;lng ribbons 
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actual graas. 

amacui"" """"""" - 

secure the artin^i.i '^•'^ary 
artificial grass can^etlng to a relatlvclv tM. 

^^^^^ 

to tho butyl rubber psa 30. 

Fro. the roresol.-., a..scrlptl«„ or t.e r^-...„ ^ 

r;" " " " - .... tbe .r::.. 

.rae, c,^.t^ 3, ,,,, aee.beti„n, ... pb^,„,,, 

= -nuUto t.o «ra,3 on the r.l.^ay „r , ,,,, „„„ ^, 
"n,otur„ .„el„.., ^3 ^^^^^ ^^--^ 

' — ' .r.e „^e....: 3. 

-at r..zut^can, .....to, t.o nel.abiut, or the tu.-r on I 

actual lalnvay. 

in thl, re,Poct. win be ob.erv.a that because or 

"bber pa. 30 the .t.cture 
i= not .„re..e., re.xUent an. the™ro„ abaorb .inet.e e-er- 

courae. „o.o.,r. th. reamenoo or the roa. p.. ,8 an. t-o bu-.: 
--or pa. 30 3urr.o.c„t ao aa to p„e,u., a sou cXub^rrc."" 

tne .at ^2 that are relatively lone last'n;. 
CLnd Which would render the upper surface th. . 

ouriace o* the nat uneven for -uh. 

otantlal time periods. 

Hccaua. the otn,cturc ylel.a alaoat l..„tlcall, to a--., 
-.-r. It wui be appa^nt that n »u: not .rr.r an ,„areaa.. -o-' " 
»>=tanc. to tho paaaaec or the Cub h... i, .b. ca.e .:th cu- 
-nt., c«.t>„e b„.h.t„. ..ata. purther™re, bceauae .ho atrui- 
turc Roy be deprea»ed- it wm 

aaea, it win be apparent that the club head 

- 5 - 
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cannot "ski?" Blong the upper Durface of the n>at 12 to wsk errors 
in the golfer's swlns as is the case with brush-type nats. Because 
or these factors, the mat provides for truly realistic alnulatlon 
of the lie on a fairway of a golf course. Finally, It will be appre- 
ciated that a mat sade accordlr^ to the invention retains the advan- 
tages of belns maintenance free and will not cause a Janitorial 
problem insofar divots are concemed. 

Having described specific embodiments of our invention 
for exemplification purposes, we do not wish to be United to the 
specific construction set forth, but rather, to have our inventior. 
construed accordL-i;^ to the following clai;.T3. 
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vro^r.y „ ^^.^^^ ^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^ 

Prccti,, ^^^^ ^ ^^^^ 

-«n.x . ^^^^ ^^^^ 

=■ r». invention of Cl.i» i ...^ r«bb.r-li>» 

■.«.ri.l h«- , high hy.te„,i, lo... 

3. The invention of Cl.i. i vh.„,„ 
formed of en o?en-celled foem. 

The invention of cl.i. i wherein ..id .heet i. fo.^ 
. butn rusher co».^.itio„ h.vin, . hi,h hy.tereei, lo.. en. 

i. inohe. thi^, . 

said pad. 


^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



